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Short name Spiritual meaning of nature 
CICES class name Spiritual meaning of nature 

CICES Section Cultural (biotic) 

CICES Class code 3.2.1.2 

 

Brief Description 

● The things in nature that have spiritual importance for people 
● The biophysical characteristics or qualities of species or ecosystems 

(settings/landscapes/cultural spaces) that are deemed to have sacred or 
religious significance for people 

 

Sample Indicators 

Indicator values from 

Experiment or direct 
measurement  Survey  

Expert assessment  Statistical- or census data 
 

Model or GIS 
 

Literature values  

Stakeholder participation 
 

Not provided  
 

Table 3: Regional Scale 

Indicator Unit 
Indicator        

values from 

[1] Participatory mapping of inspiration, spiritual and religious 
values: Respondents in an online survey mark on a map areas 
in their region where different cultural ES are provided. Then, 
the proportion of markings in each of the investigated land 
cover classes is calculated and multiplied with the area extent 
of the respective land cover classes in the sub region. Finally, 
the result for all land cover classes are summed up. 

 

[ha] 

 

 

 

 

[2] For services that can be monetized: value of cultural 
services 

[$ * km-2  * yr-1] 
 

[2] For services that can not be monetized: qualitative value 
assessment using Likert-scales 

[-] 
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Table 4: National Scale 

Indicator Unit 
Indicator        
values from 

[3] Religious monuments 
 

[not specified] 
 

[3] Pilgrim paths in agro-ecosystems  [not specified] 
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